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This Monday marked the beginning of online classes at Ursinus, as the
school made a transition from regular, in-person meetings to a work-
from-home-online model. While the switch is necessary for the safety of
the greater community, it also meant the sudden and abrupt end of the
senior class’ final semester of college.
The class of 2020 did not expect the week before spring break to be the
last time they’d see many of their friends and peers in an academic
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setting, and many of those contacted by the Grizzly said they were
disappointed.
“I’m really sad about it and miss the classroom atmosphere. Online
classes are not the same as being on campus. Also it’s not the way I
wanted senior year to end and I was really looking forward to all of the
fun traditions that seniors do in the Spring,” said Kayla Hoffman.
“I’m mostly sad that I won’t be able to see anyone and say goodbye
before the official end of the semester. Especially since I was abroad last
semester, it sucks that I wasn’t able to spend as much time with
everyone before the end of our college career. At the same time, I
understand the situation,” echoed Wendy Lasser.
In addition to the loss of valuable time and annual traditions, all across
campus, promising projects that people poured time and passion into
were cut short or cut off. The Bear2Bear benefit had to go virtual. The
Student Employment Fair was canceled. The lacrosse team was in the
middle of an undefeated season that ended early. The “Calendar” page
on Ursinus.edu is a cornucopia of canceled, postponed, and now-virtual
events.
Each Spring, the Art department holds its annual student exhibition in the
Berman Museum. Art students have the opportunity to display their
artwork in a gallery setting. Now that there’s no one on campus and the
Berman is closed through the summer, that opportunity is lost.
“It’s a huge bummer. This was supposed to be our final send off on a
liberal art experience which is all about human connection. Not only does
it upset the seniors who miss their friends, it defeats the purpose and
goal of Ursinus. We understand that this is not something that could have
been helped, but it’s upsetting to have a fraction of what Ursinus is really
about,” laments art major Joe Simon.
Miriam Thomas said that ending college a different way than she started
it just felt wrong.
“I feel confused as if I didn’t finish something I started with pride,” she
said..
Jet Reinhardt noted that some seniors felt left the school could be
communicating better with them about what this all means and how the
remainder of their careers will work.
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“I’m thankful for the relationships I have from it and the priceless
education I’ve received. I’m really sad to see how the admin has been
handling this situation and treating my fellow peers who may be in need
of resources …. I definitely feel as though the senior class has been left
in the dark with lack of communication. I understand the circumstances,
but I’m big sad. Lots of love to my fellow seniors. Stay safe and healthy.
And also, online learning is complicated and completely overwhelming,”
said Reinhardt.
Finally, some said they hoped this wouldn’t really be the end.
“I think they’re right in cancelling the original date of graduation, but …
it’s upsetting that we couldn’t say goodbye to any professors or
classmates and the school should be working on how to complete our
experience. They should make a date in the Fall for us because that’s
what’s fair to us as a graduating class,” said Megan Heichel.
In spite of all this disappointment, the Grizzly would like to cover
interesting and innovative things Ursinus students are doing with online
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As John Maus once sang, “times is weird these days.” Weird is an
understatement: for all of us except the most hermit-y of hermits, our
daily lives and the sense of normalcy and routine that accompanies them
have been upended in the wake of a global pandemic. And for many of
us, the prospect of what happens after the pandemic panic passes is just
as frightening as what happens while the pandemic runs its course.
Unemployment is already spiking, businesses small and large are closing
down temporarily, and the overall economic future looks far from rosy. It’s
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 PREVIOUS NEXT 
There’s one aspect of our current/ongoing crisis that isn’t as dramatically
dread-inducing as slow death by disease or the prospect of a second
Great Depression, but it’s disillusioning and disheartening just the same.
That aspect is the future of the arts. For who knows how long, the arts –
be they theater, music, or painting/sculpting/etc. – have been dependent
on the communities around them for financial support. As anyone who’s
been to Ritter in the past couple years can attest, that funding can be
slow to come from institutional sources. The recent shakeups and the
nationwide wave of temporary closings that have occurred in the wake of
the COVID-19 outbreak aren’t about to make things any easier – at the
very least, things will get a lot harder before they get easier.
Beyond the monetary side of things, art is something that is meant to be
enjoyed communally and publicly – which puts it in jeopardy for the
foreseeable future. In an article for “The New York Times,” Robin
Pogrebin outlines how institutions like the Metropolitan Museum of Art
are projected to face massive financial losses in the months to come.
The piece quotes Laura Lott, the president of the American Alliance of
Museums, who calls attention to the fact that if even huge museums like
the Met are potentially in jeopardy, small museums might be even worse
off: “About a third of museums surveyed in the United States were
operating in the red or close to it before coronavirus, Ms. Lott added;
three-quarters have now closed and one-third will not reopen if the crisis
continues.”
Everything from the hoity-toitiest museum to the multiplex by the mall is
at risk. It doesn’t have to be like this, of course. If you’re reading this,
you’re probably aghast at the notion of a world where close to 10% or
more of this nation’s museums have permanently shuttered. If you’re not
aghast, go ahead and stop reading. But the rest of you: if the stir-crazy
quarantine posts I’ve been reading for the past *checks watch* eight
years are any indication, this whole mess has taught us a lot about the
value of community. The Met is circulating a petition urging Congress to
provide artistic and cultural institutions with financial relief – a more
worthy cause than the cruise ship industry, as I’m sure many of us can
attest. Let’s all hope that, in the wake of this, those of us who are alive
and well will remember and appreciate that which makes being alive so
damn good. And accordingly, let’s do what we can to keep the arts alive.
In uncertain times, they can serve as a balm to a fevered collective
consciousness (no pun intended) and give people an outlet to express
themselves – or, y’know a chance to escape the real world for a few
moments.
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Before the on-campus semester was cut short, one of the most
interesting phenomena at Ursinus came from the English course
“Spoken Word,” taught by Dr. Nzadi Keita, associate professor and co-
coordinator of English and African American/Africana Studies, which
organized public readings on campus to help students develop their
delivery skills and contribute to literary culture. 
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“The public readings give the students a chance to practice [delivery]
with a random audience that’s beyond the audience of the class,” said
Keita. “Partially, they’re in a comfort zone …  they can control to a certain
degree who is in the audience because they invite people. It gives them
more agency to create the events.”
Indeed, the public readings were coordinated and organized by the
students themselves. They had to reserve a space on campus to hold
their readings and promote via a flyer or email to invite the campus to
come show support. 
The course’s first public reading was held on Feb. 24, at noon, in the
Myrin Library by students Stevie Gardner ’20 and Keith Graves ’23. Cyn
Ercole ’21, another student in the “Spoken Word” course, reflected on the
reading. “I thought our first reading went well, even though there was a
small audience. Given that, I felt more comfortable sharing my poems,
[especially my revised ones] with the class.”
Two more public readings were planned, but won’t take place. Instead,
students will be sharing their work on a digital storytelling platform called
“SWAY.”
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Senior Dom Fiorentino steps to the plate during a spring training game,
and crushes the ball over the fence, the second of back-to-back homers
for the Bears. He didn’t know it would be one of his last home runs as a
college baseball player.
One of the most popular sayings in sports is, “Play every game like it’s
your last.” Still, many Ursinus seniors playing spring sports were caught
off guard by the sudden ending of their athletic careers.
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The coronavirus pandemic means the cancellation of seasons for many
student athletes at Ursinus and around the country. While this may be
what is safest at the moment, senior athletes for the Bears were left
confused and disappointed.
The Ursinus men’s lacrosse team had very high expectations for this
season, and they were living up to them. The Bears started off 7-0, were
ranked 6th in the nation, and were gearing up to take on 9th ranked
Gettysburg.
One of the stars of the team, All-American Bobby McClure, was sad to
see the season come to an end.
“The hardest part about losing this season in particular is because we
were on a great run and had more juice in the tank to win our conference
championship and make a run at the national championship,” McClure
said. McClure ended his career as the all-time leading scorer for Ursinus
lacrosse.
Rachel Dunne, a senior for the women’s lacrosse team, was also
distraught to hear the news. She hopes athletes can learn from this in the
future: “You have to treat each day like it really is your last and constantly
give your all when you can because you don’t know when your last effort
is going to be,” she said.
Likewise, the Ursinus Baseball team is trying to cope with the ending of
its season. The Bears were finishing up their spring training trip in Florida
and enjoying the sunshine state, when they came to a realization about
what was occurring.
Fiorentino, a four-year starter for the Bears, was devastated to find out
that his senior season was being cut short. “We had a great group of
guys and knew we had something special. It sucks not being able to play,
and see all our hard work pay off,” said Fiorentino.
Jen Hammons of the women’s softball team would rather look at the
memories her team has made than think about what’s going on now. “I’ve
never been on a softball team that was as close as this year’s team. We
were always laughing and having fun together.”
Each of these senior leaders knew exactly what they would miss the
most. “I will miss my teammates and competing with them most, that is
something I will remember for the rest of my life,” said Fiorentino.
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Although Hammons’ career is over, she wants to continue to be there to
support Ursinus Softball: “They are not getting rid of me!  I will still be
around for them to hang out or if they just need a friend!”
Dunne describes her team as a family, and said that being a part of such
a close team changed her entire outlook on college: “I may not have
even stayed at Ursinus without these amazing girls.”
Similarly, McClure will miss his teammates more than anything. “Most of
all, I will miss being around 43 of my best friends day in and day out,
while we all give everything we have for a common goal,” says McClure.
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Although the Men’s Lacrosse Team had to stay on campus over spring
break this year, they made a great showing in their games and finished
their season undefeated. The Bears played in two home games over the
week in March when other Ursinus teams were training in Florida or the
Carolinas.
The Bears began their action early on with a game on Saturday, March
7th against Illinois Wesleyan. They started out the game incredibly strong
with an 18-2 lead and were able to get points from an impressive 14
different players. Although many of the Bears saw success in the game,
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it’s impossible to ignore Bobby McClure’s new milestone: joining the 200-
point club. This is an accomplishment that only 23 players have reached
in Centennial Conference history. 
McClure said, “It feels humbling to be in a group of people to achieve
that. I give thanks to all of those who have helped me in my career and
for the coaches who are here now.”
Joining McClure with a hat trick against Wesleyan were Ben Minardi and
Alexander Dean. Minardi, a senior, is also off to a great start this season
with an impressive 16 goals, a showing on SportsCenter’s Top 10, and
being named to the United States Intercollegiate Lacrosse Association
(USILA) Division III Team of the Week.
Minardi commented on his awards, saying, “It’s a surreal feeling being
where we are now, as a top-six team in the country. It’s been a lot of fun
and we’ve received a lot of recognition so far, but I truly think, for all of
us, our main wish is to continue playing and winning together.”
After a few days of practice, the Bears saw their first night game under
the lights at Patterson with a 7pm game on Wednesday the 11th. The
Bears matched up against Stockton and struggled for the first three
quarters. They played at a deficit for almost the entirety of the game,
including a 7-12 score at one point. However, in the final quarter the
Bears proved their determination and fought back for an unlikely 14-13
win.  The game-winning goal honors went to sophomore Tommy
Reinhart, who was assisted by McClure and Sachs in an impressive
turnover, bounce pass, and strong shot on goal.
It is important to recognize sophomore goalkeeper Chris Porzelt, who
was a major contributor to this team’s 7-0 record. Porzelt did an
impressive job filling the shoes of 2019 graduate Nick Kirk. After seeing
action in just two games last season, he did a great job in transitioning
into the role of starting goalie for the Bears. Porzelt made a combined 18
saves in the spring break games.
When I asked about his incredible improvement from last year, Porzelt
said “It began last year after our loss to Springfield in the second round
of NCAA’s. Seeing how upset the seniors were after playing their final
game and knowing that we had the potential to do great things really
motivated me to do everything in my power to make a difference this past
year.”
Porzelt believed this year the team was out to prove something, “The
seniors are determined to show the country that last year wasn’t just a
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fluke and the common goal of winning was well represented by each
member of our team.” They didn’t get a chance to complete this mission,
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